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For Sunday May 16 2021
Ascension 

See us on the WWW - Facebook -  YouTube 
Office: office@stpaulsalmonte.ca    Rector: jonathonkouri@hotmail.com

Progress on the Rock Garden 
Allan Goddard reports: The wet weather, which was usually followed by mud on the site,

was frustrating - not only messy, but tricky to move large rock under potentially slippery

conditions. 

Also, we had an issue with the existing drainage line, which feeds from the closest church

downspout. It was broken and collapsed under the wall, so we adapted the new system

with that -- all will work from one spot. A little more complex than anticipated.

And a good number of larger stones were necessary, as much of the existing stone was

really too small to give enough stability to the slope---that was part of the problem, but so

much was underground and was therefore not visible when we got started. All was

handpicked, and accessible with the kindness of one of the development offices managers

in town. (when we told him it was for St. Paul's, that cleared us !! )

https://mailchi.mp/85cbfbc0e697/keeping-connected-for-sunday-may-16-2021?e=67eb5f488c
http://www.stpaulsalmonte.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/stpaulsalmonte
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGNiLkYlItj-ClMRRp94rFA
mailto:
mailto:jonathonkouri@hotmail.com


Will be ready to plant very soon !  And mulching afterward.

A Message from Rev. Jonathon
It Takes A Little Time - Part 1

  
It has been twenty-four years since Christian singer-
songwriter Amy Grant released her hit song "Takes  A
Little Time". Like many of her other songs, this song was
popular with both Christian and secular audiences alike
because of its universal message and catchy tune. In
fact, the song is apparently still popular these days as I
heard it on the radio just a few weeks ago. 
  
The lyrics are fairly simple but emphasize a basic truth that we all know from our
own life experience - that it takes time get back to normal after going through a
period of difficulty. The song reminds us to be patient with ourselves and others, and
not to be discouraged by whatever difficulties we may be going through. The song
also reminds us that where we are now is not necessarily where we will end up, a
point which is emphasized more in the music video. 
  
Patience and perseverance are key Christian virtues which we should all practice.
There are numerous Bible verses extolling these virtues. Patience is one of the factors



that allows us to endure suffering and difficulty. Without patience, it can be easy to
become discouraged and want to give up. Combined with perseverance, we can
weather the various storms that come our way throughout our lives. 
  
A few months after this song was released, much of Eastern Canada was hit by the
worst ice storm in decades. It was December 1997 and millions of people were left
without power (some for weeks). Immediately after a state of emergency had been
declared in the City of Ottawa, this song was played on the radio. Coincidentally or
not, it was a reminder that it would take time for us to get our collective feet back on
the ground, and to be patient as hydro crews (who arrived from all over North
America) worked tirelessly to restore electricity. 
  
Another interesting coincidence between the song and reality also occurred in 1997.
One of the lines in the chorus is that: "It takes a little time sometimes to get the
Titanic turned back around". Movie fans will know that James Cameron's blockbuster
movie "Titanic" was released in December of that year. 
  
What Grant couldn't have known when she was writing the song was that the movie
was suffering from serious production delays and was over budget. (At the time it
was the most expensive film ever made). 
Throughout the year, movie critics and nervous studio executives were not even sure
if the movie would even be successful with audiences. "Titanic" was originally
supposed to be released in June but because of production issues was six months late.
As we all know, despite being late and over budget, the movie turned out to be a huge
success. (I guess James Cameron needed to take a little time as well). 
  
The universal and timeless message of the song - to be patient and persevere in the
face of difficulties - is just as true today as it was in 1997. We are living through a
period of both individual and collective difficulty as we continue to struggle with the
pandemic. The ongoing high case counts, the frustratingly slow pace of vaccinations,
and news of the dire situation in countries such as India could easily lead us to be
discouraged. As Christians, though, we are called to face this situation with patience,
perseverance, optimism, and faith. I believe these things will allow us to survive the
present difficulties we are facing and get through the pandemic. 
  
There is much more that I would to say about patience and perseverance, but I am out
of space and time. I will continue writing about this next week, so stay tuned for
more.

St Paul's Ascension Window 

This Ascension-themed stained glass window is located above the high altar on the east
side of the church. 



It is dedicated "To the Glory of God in Affectionate
Remembrance of  Bennett Rosamond". 

According to the Dictionary of Canadian Biography,
Bennett Rosamond was a "manufacturer and politician; b.
10 May 1833 in Carleton Place, Upper Canada, eldest
son of James Rosamond and Margaret Wilson; m.
24 July 1852 Adair Mary Roy in Smiths Falls, Upper
Canada, and they had two sons and a daughter;
d. 18 May 1910 in London, England, and was buried in
Almonte, Ont." 

He was educated at the grammar school in Carleton
Place. In 1857 his father moved the family and his
woollen factory to Almonte, where he hoped to exploit
superior water-power. Two years later, 26-year-old

Bennett entered his father’s business. In 1862 he and his brother William took over the
Victoria Woolen Mills from the elder Rosamond and began an ambitious program of
expansion under the name of B. and W. Rosamond and Company. 

Rosamond was active in local politics and ran several times as a Conservative candidate
in federal elections until finally succeeding in 1891. He sat in the House of Commons until
1904. 

The Rosamond family have been faithful supporters of St. Paul's for many generations. We
are blessed by the continued support of Alex Hughes (whose mother was a Rosamond)
and his wife Ellen. 

A full biography of Bennett Rosamond can be consulted HERE.

How I Spent my Covid-imposed Vacation 
or

The Saga of the Neglected House 
by Christie Bindhardt 

 
It is no surprise to anyone that this past year plus has meant much more
time at home, on our own, looking for new ways to fill the many hours that
we no longer spend rushing hither and yon. Along with isolation come

restrictions on travel, purchasing, entertainment. But humans are a hardy bunch and some
of us looked at this as an opportunity. Social media filled with groups of people recycling,
reusing, inspiring, crafting, baking etc. And I joined in. 

First on my list was finding my house again. Mountains of accumulated treasures that I no
longer wanted to live with were reorganized, repurposed and, when able, given away. One
September weekend, I purged the deep reaches and dragged one very large box. I knew
what it contained but over the twenty-three years since we moved into our home, it had not
seen the light of day.  

Once upon a time I was a newly married woman living in a rental house dreaming of

http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/rosamond_bennett_13E.html


making a real home. My husband gave me a beautiful Victorian dollhouse kit to satisfy my
interior design cravings. I started it, but soon afterwards we bought our home in Almonte,
had two children, and renovated our home several times. It had remained very much in
pieces in the moving box it arrived in. 

By January I had tidied up the big house enough to begin work on the little house. It was a
wonderful way to spend long winter days during the lockdown creating new wall papers, or
miniature staircase railings or (my favourite) stain glass windows.   

There were misadventures with cats knocking over pieces not yet been firmly fastened in
place. I McGuyver’d interesting ways to gently clamp oddly positioned wall configurations
and I happily commandeered various of my husband’s model railroading tools to create
detailed cornices and other architectural details. 

It’s not perfect, it’s certainly not finished, but by the end of February, I had completed the
exterior, the main wall décor and a little landscaping.  It sits waiting now for furnishings.  To
be continued...



Three Fibs We Keep Telling about the New Testament 
From the HONEST TO GOD blog, by Jayson D Bradley 

 
It's time to shake free of some myths. Here are 3 worth thinking about: 
1. Jesus did not change Saul's name to Paul. 
2.  Abba doesn't mean "daddy" 
3. Mary Magdalene wasn't a prostitute. 

Learn more HERE.

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/jaysondbradley/2018/04/three-fibs-we-keep-telling-about-the-new-testament/?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Christians+For+a+Better+Christianity&utm_content=43


READINGS FOR THIS SUNDAY 
Ascension

Click on a reading to see the text from the 
New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) on the Bible Gateway

 

First reading:  Acts 1:1-11
Psalm: Psalm 47 or Psalm 93
Second reading: Ephesians 1:15-23
Gospel: Luke 24:44-53

Precious Lord, your ascended Son promised the gift of holy power. Send your Spirit
of revelation and wisdom, that in the blessed freedom of hope, we may witness to
the grace of forgiveness and sing songs of joy with the peoples of earth to the One
who makes us one body. Amen. 

Pray for efforts to control the spread of covid-19 in India; for all who suffer and for all who
are trying to help. 

In the World. The Anglican Church of Korea; our Companion Diocese, The Diocese of
Jerusalem and The Middle East and Archbishop Hosam Naoum; the Vidas Mission in
Ayacucho, Peru, Pastors Max and Raquel Candia and all who are ministered to there. 

In Canada. The Rt. Rev. Michael Oulton, Bishop, and the clergy and people of the Diocese
of Ontario; our Metropolitan, The Most Rev. Anne Germond and our Primate, The Most
Rev. Linda Nicholls; our Sisters and Brothers in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Canada and their Bishop, Michael Pryse. 

In our Diocese. Our Bishop, The Rt. Rev. Shane Parker; St. Bede’s Nolan’s Corners - The
Venerable Brian Kauk and The Reverend Canon Mary Ellen Berry; all custodial staff
serving within the parishes and ministries of the Diocese of Ottawa; vocations to the
diaconate, priesthood and religious life. 

In Our Community. We ask God’s blessing on local faith communities and on their
ministries and, we pray for the people and leaders of this town of Almonte and the
surrounding communities that the Lord will help us contribute to its well-being. 
We pray for the volunteers and clients of our satellite Food Cupboard, helping to provide

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+15%3A9-17&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+47&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+93&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+1%3A15-23&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+24%3A44-53&version=NRSV


food security for our neighbours. 
We pray for the health, safety and well-being of our neighbours in the face of increased
numbers of covid-19 cases in our area and for everyone involved in the distribution of
covid-19 vaccines. 

In Our Parish. We pray for Jonathon, our priest, for ourselves and for each other. 
We ask for God’s healing hand to cover our members who are struggling with health
issues. 
We ask for God’s blessing on our members Ann Ladouceur, Lorraine Lee, Karen
Luyendyk, Linda MacDonald, and Peter and Winnie MacNeill. 
We remember our neighbors, especially Assad, Alsit, Lana and Elias.
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