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For Sunday December 20 2020
Advent 4
See us on the WWW - Facebook - YouTube

Christmas Services
Our Christmas Eve service (4:30 p.m. on December
24) is filling up rapidly. If you are planning to attend,
please pre-register as soon as possible - our capacity
under pandemic protocols is 40 people.
Our Christmas Day service (9:30 a.m. on December
25) is an option you might want to consider. Please preregister for this as well.
Although there will be NO SINGING at either of these services, we will rejoice in our
Saviour's birth nonetheless!

Angel Tree 2020
Clear ornaments containing a feather, with names of our loved ones whom we

remember at this time attached are now on the church
Christmas Tree. They were added to the tree by Rev.
Jonathon and Lois Rochon.
A recording of this event, with a piano arrangement of
Silent Night played by Sandra Cain, is available at the
end of the video of our December 13 service on
YouTube. You can view it HERE (fast forward to minute
45:21).
A virtual Angel Tree, a list of the names we are memorializing this season, can
be consulted HERE.

A Message from Rev. Jonathon

All About Advent - Part 4
This week's article explores the liturgical significance of
Advent.
As I have mentioned in previous articles, Advent is a
time of waiting and preparation for the coming of
Christ.
That waiting and preparation are reflected in our liturgical practices. Like many other
churches, St. Paul's has for many years begun our Sunday services with a special
prayer and lighting of candles on our Advent wreath. This serves in part to signify
that Jesus Christ is "The Light of the World" coming into the world at Christmas. As
Advent progresses, more and more candles on the Advent wreath are lit, signifying
the approaching of Christ.
Some churches observe a complementary but opposite ritual during the season of

Lent. One candle per week is extinguished on a wreath, signifying the darkness of sin
obscuring (but never overcoming) the light of Christ. Such rituals culminate on the
evening of Maundy Thursday, when the liturgical objects of the church are removed
and the sanctuary lamp (which is lit continuously to signify the perpetual presence of
Christ) is extinguished.
These liturgical rituals, whether at Advent or Lent, serve to help us prepare ourselves
for the next event in the Church's year. It is appropriate that we take Advent seriously
as we prepare ourselves for Christmas. Some people (including many clergy) believe
that to properly observe Advent we should not have any Christmas decorations,
Christmas music, or Christmas greetings until Christmas Eve. This has been the
traditional way in which Christians have observed Advent, and from a strictly
liturgical view this is correct.
The problem is that we live in a society that has a very different understanding of
Christmas. Our culture (I believe mainly for commercial reasons) begins "celebrating"
Christmas with Christmas displays in store, Christmas advertisements, Christmas
movies, Christmas music, and Christmas parties as early as November. So, by the
time Christmas Day arrives, people are overloaded with all the Christmas stimuli they
have been exposed to for weeks, and are ready to move on. In other words, they need
a holiday from the actual holiday!
It's my belief that we should follow a more balanced approach. I have always enjoyed
Christmas and the associated Christmas traditions, even the ones which are secular
in origin. I don't mind setting up Christmas decorations (including in church) and
hearing Christmas music, as long as it doesn't take away from the true nature of the
holiday and the true meaning of Christmas. December can be a very dark and dull
time of year in nature, and setting up decorations and listening to and singing
Christmas music can be a good way to lift our spirits and stay positive. Perhaps this
year we need that more than ever.
I believe that Christmas decorations and music during Advent are just more ways
(like our Advent wreath) of signifying that something special is happening, and that
they help to point towards Christmas. Rather than seeing these things as taking away
from Advent and Christmas, I believe they enrich our appreciation of them.
At the same time, I also understand and respect that not everyone agrees with this
point of view. So however you decide to mark Advent and prepare for Christmas, may
this time of year be holy and blessed for you and your families.

Sue's Advent Wreath
A Family Tradition

My husband Peter and I were engaged in Advent fifty five years ago. The first year we

were married, Peter's mother sent us an Advent wreath
and we continued this tradition every year, lighting the
appropriate candles at a special dinner on Sundays.
Peter would also give me a gift the first Sunday in
Advent every year to mark our engagement. These were
often caroler figurines that he had picked up in his
travels which we put out during the Advent season and
which are sitting on my mantle and side board.
In those days, as we were Roman Catholics, the candles were three purple and a pink for
hope, peace, joy and love. The pink one was for the third Sunday called Gaudate or
Rejoice Sunday.
At first we had just four children and each Sunday one of them would light the right number
of candles, beginning with the youngest. Fortunately when we had our fifth child and he
was ready to participate, the church decided to add the Christ candle to the centre of the
wreath and so the littlest Evans would light the Christ candle at Christmas dinner!
Over the past fourteen years since Peter's death, close friends who knew about our
practice, have sent me a wreath for Advent each year, including the one in this photo. This
year now being alone, I light it while attending our service on line on Sunday evenings.
The candles in this wreath are a mismatch -- leftovers from other years, including pink,
purple and blue, because I was reluctant to go shopping this year for new ones. Maybe
next year I will purchase four new blue ones -- blue now being the preferred colour to
distinguish Advent from Lent.
As ever, traditions evolve but still for me many layers of meaning are embedded in them. I
find living the church year in a very conscious way helps me to remember who I am.
From Sue Evans

Nancy Logan, our new next door neighbour in the Rectory, has added to the
beauty of our church by setting up the Logan family Christmas village at the back

of the church. What a welcoming vision as we enter!
Thank you, Nancy and Matt! And welcome to St. Paul's!

A Message from our Envelope Secretary:
Thank you very much to all our members who have returned their commitment cards
right away in the mail or via email. Your continued support of St. Paul's is much
appreciated.
If you donate through automatic bank withdrawals (PAR) and haven't mailed your
form yet, but wish to make any changes for January 2021, you can still send me an
email at: envelopesecretary@stpaulsalmonte.ca.
If you donate through weekly envelopes and are not able to attend in-church
services, but wish to write a cheque please call Rev. Jonathon (613) 875-9370. We
can arrange to pick it up. If you're attending in-church services please continue to
use your 2020 envelopes in 2021-- all you have to do is cross out the date on the
envelope. I will provide extra envelopes as needed in the new year.
Online donations can be made as well through the church
website: www.stpaulsalmonte.ca by clicking on the "Donate Now" button* in the top
menu bar. If you have any questions or concerns I can also be reached at (343) 5501567.
Thank you for your generosity.
Sara Cardona
* Please note that processing fee of 3.5% when making online donations is
OPTIONAL

READINGS FOR THIS SUNDAY
Advent 4
Click on a reading to see the text from the
New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) on the Bible Gateway
First reading: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
Psalm: Psalm 89: 1-4, 19-26
Second reading: Romans 16:25-27
Gospel: Luke 1:26-38

Your prayers are requested for people in need and people alone this
Christmas season, that God will provide for their needs.
In the World. Pray for mission agencies and their ministry throughout the Anglican
Communion, including the Mothers’ Union around the world and for Mary Sherwood and
the ministry of the Akany Famonjena orphanage and the Akany Tafita Center in
Madagascar.
In Canada. Pray for The Rev. Dr. Eileen Scully, Director, and the staff of Faith, Worship,
and Ministry of the national church; Sheilagh McGlynn, Youth Ministries Animator; the Rev.
Canon Dr. Scott Sharman, Animator for Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations.
In our Diocese. Pray for the Rt. Rev. Shane Parker, our bishop and Michael Bird, our
assisting bishop; For the staff of our Diocesan Office: The Venerable Linda Hill, The
Reverend Canon Dr. Peter John Hobbs, Sanjay Grover, Carol Sinclair, Jane Scanlon, Heidi
Pizzuto, Joyce Couvrette, Lilian Asiimwe, Heidi Fawcett, Bill Gilbert, Kiran T Otto, Sandra
Purdy and Glenn Lockwood.
In Our Community. We ask God’s blessing on local faith communities and on their
ministries and, we pray for the people and leaders of this town of Almonte and the
surrounding communities that the Lord will help us contribute to its well-being. We
remember especially the Lions Club food hampers program and the Community Christmas
Dinner hosted by St. Paul’s and pray for the success of their efforts to connect with people
in need. We pray for the volunteers, workers and clients of the nonprofit corporation, The
Hub.
In Our Parish. We pray for Jonathon, our priest, for ourselves and for each other.
We ask for God’s blessing on our members Leslie and Barbara Humphreys, Helen and
Tom Illingworth, Debby Johns, David and Sharon Johnston, and Pat Kennedy.
We remember our neighbors, especially Assad, Alsit, Lana and Elias.
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