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A Message from Rev. Jonathon

An Unlikely Miracle - Part 1
 
This is Part 1 of a two-part article on Jesus's
healing of the ten lepers (Luke 17: 11-19),
which is our Gospel reading for
Thanksgiving Sunday.
 
To a modern reader this story may seem
like just another example of a healing
miracle.  But to the original people who witnessed it and to the first Christians who
read about it, it was different from many other miracles because it involved a man
who was both a Samaritan and a leper.
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In order to understand why this story is so special, it is important to understand the
historical context behind it.
 
The story takes place as Jesus is travelling from his home town in Galilee (in the
northern part of the country) to Jerusalem (the southern part of the country).  The
two regions were separated by the region of Samaria, where the Samaritans lived.  In
New Testament times there was great mistrust, animosity and hatred between the
Jewish people and the Samaritans.  This dated back hundreds of years before the New
Testament, to the Assyrian exile of 740 BC.
 
Certain parts of the Old Testament or Hebrew Bible law required that the people of
Israel only marry within their religion.  At the time, it was believed that marrying
someone from outside the people of Israel (referred to as a Gentile) would cause a
person to be led astray from following God.  In practice, however, this ban on
intermarriage developed over a long period of time and was not practised
universally.  There are many examples in the Bible of the people of Israel marrying
outside their religion.  For example, Ruth was not Jewish - she was a Moabite - yet
she became a hero to the Jewish people and has an entire book of the Bible written
about her.
 
When the Assyrians captured the northern kingdom of Israel (the region occupied by
the ten tribes of Israel living in the northern part of the country), they carried out a
campaign that would be described in modern times as "ethnic cleansing", but which
was a common practice in biblical times.  The Assyrians carried off many of the
people of Israel into exile in Assyria, leaving only a small remnant behind.  Unlike in
the later Babylonian Exile, those people never returned to their homeland and
became known as the "Ten Lost Tribes of Israel".
 
The Assyrians also settled the land with many Assyrian people.  Over time, those
Assyrians intermarried with the small remnant of the people of Israel left behind,
resulting in the Samaritan people.  The Samaritans viewed themselves as faithful to
God and the covenant.  But because they had intermarried with the Assyrians, they
were rejected by the people of Israel living in the southern kingdom of Judah.  (Judah
is where we get the name "Jew" and "Jewish".  It simply meant "the people of Judah").
 
The two ethnic groups - the Samaritans and the Jews - rejected each other as not
being "authentic", even though they both worshipped the same God and had more
things in common than they had differences!  This is not unlike the mistrust and
division that developed centuries later between many Protestants and Roman
Catholics.
 
The Samaritans and the Jews would go out of their way to avoid each other.  They
lived in separate areas of the country, they didn't do business with each other, and
they would not even travel through each others' territory.  So when Jesus meets this
particular Samaritan in the region between Galilee and Samaria, He is walking a fine
line - literally (between the two geographic regions), but also figuratively (between



the two different cultures).
 
But this Samaritan was different because he also had leprosy.  This made him a
completely unworthy person in the eyes of the Jewish people.  And they were no
doubt watching to see how Jesus would respond.  In next week's newsletter article, I
will explore the historical context of leprosy and why Jesus' healing in this case was
so special.

Congratulations!
This Thanksgiving we give thanks for the baptism of Breeda Beverly Donaldson,
who was baptized at St. Paul's last Sunday.  Breeda is the great-granddaughter of
Bev Madden, the granddaughter of Jack and JoAnn Donaldson, and the daughter
and first child of Jonathan and Laurie Donaldson.  Congratulations on this very
happy occasion!

News from the Diocese

Good morning and welcome to COVID Communiqué 22. We’ve arrived at the first festival
we’ve been able to celebrate together since Christmas, only to find Thanksgiving
overshadowed by climbing case numbers and tinged with anxiety as public health officials
urge us to redouble efforts to keep the virus at bay. Members of your parish may be telling
you they’re afraid to come to church.
            
Please be assured we are closely monitoring all public health advisories and we believe our
churches are safe as long as our Amber protocols are carefully followed. If public health
recommendations change and we feel we have to reconsider that, we will issue a special
COVID Communiqué. Ottawa, as you know, is a COVID hot spot, and if tougher restrictions
are brought in for the city but not surrounding areas, we’ll consider having different parts
of the diocese operate under different stages of the plan. Be sure to keep up-to-date on
conditions in your local public health region.
 
We expect to have In This Together Version 2, our fully updated pandemic plan, ready by



the middle of the month. We’ve been revising it to reflect both new information on COVID-
19 and your experiences.  One change that’s important to mention now—we have made a
provision for the Eucharist to continue if we do have to move back to Red. Meanwhile, let’s
all try to focus on God’s bounty and the beauty of his creation.
 
Have a safe and blessed Thanksgiving. If you have any questions or concerns you want to
raise, please contact us, as always, at C19helpdesk@ottawa.anglican.ca.

READINGS FOR THIS SUNDAY
Thanksgiving

Click on a reading to see the text from the
New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) on the Bible Gateway

 

First reading:  Deuteronomy 8:7-18
Second reading: 2 Corinthians 9:6-15
Gospel: Luke 17:11-19

 

Philippians 4
6 Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let

your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Here are a few suggestions for Thanksgiving Grace. More can be found HERE in the
October 2017 issue of the St. Paul's Post.

Thank You
Creator of the fruitful earth, you made us stewards of all things. Give us grateful hearts for
all your goodness, and steadfast wills to use your bounty well, that the whole human family,
today and in generations to come, may with us give thanks for the riches of your creation.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.
—  Collect for Harvest Thanksgiving. Book of Alternative Services. p.396

In Gratitude
Thank you, Father, for having created us and given us to each other in the human family.
Thank you for being with us in all our joys and sorrows, for your comfort in our sadness,
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your companionship in our loneliness. Thank you for yesterday, today, tomorrow, and for
the whole of our lives. Thank you for friends, for health, and for grace. May we live this and
every day conscious of all that has been given to us.
— From The Catholic Prayer Book, compiled by Msgr. Michael Buckley

He is Good
Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands. Serve the LORD with gladness: come
before his presence with singing. Know ye that the LORD he is God: it is he that hath
made us, and not we ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. Enter into
his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless
his name. For the LORD is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth to all
generations.
— Psalm 100

Thanksgiving Dinner Prayer
Heavenly Father, on this Thanksgiving Day, we bow our hearts to You and pray. We give
You thanks for all You've done, especially for the gift of Jesus, Your Son. For beauty in
nature, Your glory we see, for joy and health, friends, and family. For daily provision, Your
mercy and care, these are the blessings You graciously share. So today we offer this
response of praise with a promise to follow You all of our days.
— Mary Fairchild

For Each New Morning
For each new morning with its light, for rest and shelter of the night, for health and food, for
love and friends, for everything Thy goodness sends.
— Ralph Waldo Emerson

We give thanks for God’s provision and we pray for ourselves, for each other and for the world as
we come to terms with increasing cases of Covid-19 virus. May we all do our utmost to protect and

support one another.
 

In the World. Pray for the Church of the Province of Uganda. We remember Mary Sherwood and the
ministry of the Akany Famonjena orphanage and the Akany Tafita Center in Madagascar. 

In Canada. Pray for Bishop David Lehmann, the clergy and people of the Diocese of Caledonia.

In our Diocese. Pray for the Rt. Rev. Shane Parker, our bishop and Michael Bird, our assisting bishop;
and for the volunteers of Anglican Pastoral Care, Ottawa Hospital, Civic and General Campuses with the
Reverend Di Jaggassar, Chaplain, and Deacon Steve Zytveld, Volunteer Coordinator.
In our Companion Diocese, The Diocese of Jerusalem and the Middle East, we pray for St. Luke’s
Church, Marka, Jordan and for St John’s & St. Luke’s Church, Haifa, Israel.



In Our Community. We ask God’s blessing on local faith communities and on their ministries and, we
pray for the people and leaders of this town of Almonte and the surrounding communities that the Lord will
help us contribute to its well-being. We pray the for volunteers and clients of our local satellite Food Bank,
the Almonte Food Cupboard, providing food security support to local area people

In Our Parish. We pray for Jonathon, our priest, for ourselves and for each other. And we give thanks for
the baptism last Sunday of Breeda Beverly Donaldson.
We pray r comfort and healing for Lucy Poaps, Anne Wheatley, and Sally Gentry.
We ask for God’s blessing on our members Doris and Zachary Wionzek, Deane Zeeman, Kathy Aird, Jim
and Joan Anderson, and Ron and Katrina Ayling.
We remember our neighbors, especially Assad, Alsit, Lana and Elias.
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