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A Message from Rev. Jonathon

New Beginnings
Labour Day weekend is normally a time of transition
and new beginnings in our culture.
Although summer does not officially end until September 22 this year, this weekend
marks the traditional end of summer and the beginning of fall. For those of us who
like the warm summer months and time spent outdoors, the cooler temperatures
and shorter days are a sure sign that fall is coming.
This weekend also marks the start of a new school year for students and their
teachers. When I was a student, including when I was in university, this time of year
was always one of excitement for me. New beginnings, new classes, new teachers,
and new friends were always something to look forward to. My disappointment at
the end of summer vacation was tempered by the fact that new adventures and
opportunities lay ahead.
This year, though, things are different. Students are returning to school for the first
time since March Break and for many students, teachers, and parents, there is a
sense of uneasiness about what the pandemic will mean for the new school year.
Things are not going back to normal, and the first day of school this year is looking

very different than in previous years.
The same is true for our church. Anglican churches across Ontario are preparing to
resume in-person worship services for the first time in almost six months. As you
know, our first in-person service at St. Paul's will be this coming Sunday. But many
other churches have decided to wait longer before returning.
Many people may be excited about a return to church, while others may be unsure
how things will work out. The many safety measures we have put in place (mask
wearing, physical distancing, limiting the time we are together, etc.) should
minimize the risk of gathering in person and help keep everyone safe. But it will also
mean that coming to church is going to look and feel different for the time being.
The layout of the seating, the format of the service, and the time of the service have
all had to be adjusted to accommodate our new reality.
Some of you may choose to continue to worship from home for now. This is perfectly
understandable. We hope that the two weekly online services and our weekly
newsletter, which are going to continue, will help keep you connected with our
church.
Coincidentally - or perhaps not - our Old Testament/Hebrew Bible reading this week is
also about new beginnings. The people of Israel, having been enslaved in Egypt for
over 400 years, are now being called by God to get up and leave their homes, their
surroundings, and everything that is familiar to them to embark on a journey. They
will travel to the homeland of their ancestors, a place none of them have ever seen,
trusting in God and their leaders to get them there safely. It is a new beginning for
them. And like us, their new beginning was filled with hope and excitement, but also
danger and unforeseen challenges. I will be talking more about this in my sermon
on Sunday.
As I have been saying at the end of our online services for the past six months, "Be
careful and stay safe, but do not be afraid. God is with us". The same is true this
week as we embark on this new beginning together.

Barbara Evans' 80th birthday is coming up on September 14! She'd love to receive cards but they must be delivered to Country Haven by September 10 as there is a 3day quarantine placed on all incoming mail.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY BARBARA!

The Fall Road Clean-Up is ON!
19th

Saturday Sept.
– meet in the church parking lot at 0900.
Please contact Vicki at bassetts4@sympatico.ca or at 613-256-4720 if you're planning to
participate.
Thanks!

REMINDER: Please register every week to attend the 9:30 a.m.
Sunday service.
Registrations must be received on the office voice mail by noon on
the Friday before the Sunday you plan to attend. Thank you.
Masks are mandatory.

Home Hospice North Lanark is looking for a volunteer treasurer. The time
commitment would be approximately 20 hours per month.
For details, click HERE.

The Story of St. Paul’s Steps
From Cathy Gallagher
For many decades those little steps carried big and small feet down the hill towards
whatever event or celebration was happening in the church hall.
Some people used them to get closer to the Mississippi River to watch it wander
through the centre of town. And 46 years ago those steps carried me down the hill in
a long white dress for wedding pictures by the river.
Time takes its toll on everything and these little steps finally reached the end of their
usefulness. As the loose stone and cement was removed it was easy to see the
repeated repairs that had been made over the years but now a major renovation was
in order and perhaps a modification to the design.
Two wooden prototypes were constructed and the best one installed on site. Now it
was time to brace the form that would receive a tsunami of cement.

On one of the hottest days this summer the cement truck arrived. The cement was
transferred one wheelbarrow at a time to the form and pushed into every crevice and
corner.
This labour was performed by brothers and nephews, both by blood and marriage,
coming from all areas of our community, each bringing their own knowledge to the
project.
Ultimately the steps were built by the community for the community. This is just the
first of many rebuilding projects that must take place as we reinvent our church in the
new world.
Ed. note: We are all immensely grateful to Cathy's husband Michael and his crew!
New improved railings will be installed this fall.

Pandemic Journey
As you may know, Eric and Sue Hammond spend part of their winter each year in Central
America, including time working with the staff and children of Casita Copan in Copan
Ruinas Honduras.
In March of this year, their stay was unexpectedly extended due to the pandemic. Many of
us followed their lockdown adventures via Facebook. But now we can all learn about their
experience of Honduras in lockdown thanks to an article on the Castia Copan website.
Click HERE to learn more about Eric and Sue's time away..

Eric and Sue with friends at Casita Copan.

The Casita Copan annual report for 2019 is available HERE.

The Parish House
In 1965 St. Paul’s acquired the picturesque building
now known as the Parish House. It was probably
constructed in 1856, which would make the Parish
House older than St. Paul’s itself!
The Parish House’s last full time occupants were Susan
Elizabeth and James Savage, long time parishioners of
St Paul’s. Susan (who is memorialized in the “Good
Samaritan” stained glass window) passed away in May,
1959. James passed away in June, 1965 at the ripe old age of 96 years (at the time of his
passing he was thought to be Almonte’s oldest living citizen).
St. Paul’s purchased the building and the frontage on the Mississippi River from James’
estate for the sum of $7,000. Rt. Rev. E. S. Reed, Bishop of Ottawa, blessed and officially
opened the Parish House in 1966.
From Michael Mavis,Parish Historian

READINGS FOR THIS SUNDAY
Pentecost 14

Click on a reading to see the text from the
New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) on the Bible Gateway
First reading: Exodus 12:1-14
Psalm: Psalm 149
Second reading: Romans 13:8-14
Gospel: Matthew 18:15-20

Your prayers are requested for students, teachers, and parents as the school year
begins in a climate of uncertainty.
In the World. Pray for the Anglican Church of Southern Africa.

In Canada. Pray for theological colleges and training programs within the Ecclesiastical
Province of Rupert’s Land. We remember the people and Churches of the Bales-for-theNorth program.
In our Diocese. Pray for the Rt. Rev. Shane Parker, our bishop and Michael Bird, our
assisting bishop; and for St. James, Leitrim All Saints, Greely- The Reverend Joan Riding,
Interim Priest-In-Charge; St. Mary’s, Russell - The Reverend Dr. Anne Quick, Interim
Priest-In-Charge and for all who labour for the good of our society on this Labour Day
weekend.
In Our Community. We ask God’s blessing on local faith communities and on their
ministries and, we pray for the people and leaders of this town of Almonte and the
surrounding communities that the Lord will help us contribute to its well-being. We pray for
leaders, staff volunteers and clients of our local hospice initiative, Home Hospice North
Lanark
In Our Parish. We pray for Jonathon, our priest, for ourselves and for each other.
For comfort and healing for Lucy Poaps, Anne Wheatley, Bessie Exley, and Sally Gentry.
We ask for God’s blessing on our members Donnie and Lorraine Sadler, Margaret Sadler,
The Rev. James Scanlon, Joan Scott, Daniel and Terri-Lynne Scott and Bonnie Bradley
Scott.
We remember our neighbors, especially Assad, Alsit, Lana and Elias.
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