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And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” Matthew 28:20
A warm St Paul’s Welcome to our new priest, the Reverend Jonathon Kouri!
Jonathon comes to us from the Anglican Parish of North Hastings, a two-point parish in the Diocese
of Ontario . Read more about him in this issue
Dear Friends,

People may have felt
closer to or farther from
God at various times,
but He was always with
them.

I am very happy to be
beginning my time with
you at St. Paul's and I
would like to thank you
for the warm welcome
you have extended to me
during my first two
months here.

In the New Testament,
God was with us when
He sent His only Son
Jesus Christ to live and die as one of us. Since
Jesus' ascension and return to heaven, God
I look forward to getting to know all of you in
the weeks and months ahead, and to join with continues with us when He sent His Holy Spirit
to live in the hearts of all believers. And we are
you in the various ministries that St. Paul's
undertakes in our church and community. St. promised in Revelation that at the end of time
God will gather all people to Himself and He
Paul's has a rich past with many good
traditions, an active and vibrant present, and a will be with us forever in heaven.
hopeful and exciting future, and I am pleased
Despite our unfaithfulness to God, despite our
to be able to journey with you.
shortcomings and our failings, despite our sins
The theme of this newsletter is "God with us". against each other and against Him, God has
It is extremely comforting to know that we are never stopped loving us and He has never
stopped being with us. Immanuel - God is with
not alone in life. To varying degrees, most
us - always and without exception.
people can count on the support of their
family, their friends, their community, and
their church family. But we sometimes
overlook or even take for granted the fact that
God is with us throughout our life as well.
The Hebrew word "Immanuel" literally means
"God is with us". It was first used by the Old
Testament prophet Isaiah, nearly 800 years
before the birth of Jesus Christ. But a careful
reading of the Bible reveals that God was with
His people from the first chapter of Genesis
right trough to the last chapter of Revelation.
St. Paul’s Post Advent-Christmas 2018

As we prepare for the celebration of Christmas,
my prayer is that we will remember that our
God is not distant and uninterested in our lives
and our problems. He is right here with us, if
only we choose to see Him.
May the God who is with us bless each of you
and your families this Advent and Christmas
season and throughout the new year.
Jonathon +
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9:30 - noon
Deane Zeeman
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Thank you! Deane and Cathy

Rev Jonathon in his own words…
Jonathon has been active and involved with the
Anglican Church his entire life. He was born
and baptized in Newmarket, Ontario.
(Coincidentally the Anglican church there was
also named St. Paul's). His family moved to the
Ottawa area when he was less than a year old.
Jonathon's parents settled in Orleans and he
spent over twenty five years living and working
there. Both his mother and father were very
active with the Anglican Church in Orleans,
which at the time was a combined AnglicanUnited congregation meeting in a school
gymnasium. In fact it was not until Jonathon
was eighteen years old that his parish (St.
Helen's) was able to build their own building.
Jonathon graduated with a Bachelor's Degree in
Psychology and Religious Studies from Carleton
University in Ottawa, and later a Bachelor's
Degree in Theology and a Master's Degree in
Pastoral Theology, both from St. Paul University
in Ottawa. As part of his theological training,
Jonathon has completed internships in a
number of parishes across our diocese. He was
heavily involved in student activities at Carleton
and St. Paul, and helped plan a national
conference for theological students in Ottawa.
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Fridays: 1:00 – 4:30
p.m
The Dynamic Duo on duty

Jonathon served as the Assistant Curate and then
subsequently as the Incumbent of The Anglican
Parish of North Hastings, a two-point parish in the
Anglican Diocese of Ontario located just south of the
southern tip of Algonquin Provincial Park. During his
time in Bancroft, Jonathon became very involved in
the wider community. He was a member of the
Bancroft Curling Club, a regular participant in the
local trivia league, a facilitator for Theology on Tap,
and was very well-known around the community.
When he is not working, Jonathon enjoys walking and
hiking, cooking, travel, and working on do-it-yourself
projects around his house or around the church.
[Editor’s note: We’re really happy to hear this!]

The Reverend Jonathon Kouri
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News From Parish Council
•

•

•

•

•

•
•

In July, Council asked Bob Bassett (People’s Warden)
to send a note to the Hillside Reformed Presbyterian
to thank them for their considerable help in
emptying out the Church and Hall in preparation for
restoring the floors. A group of volunteers from our
sister churches did a grand job on moving day!
In September Sandra gave us a breakdown of the use
of the funds from the two bequests St. Paul's
received in the Spring of 2018. Council congratulated
the Wardens for realizing such good value for the
money we received.
Council has decided to develop a policy dealing with
the use, retention, preservation and disposal of
surplus items including furniture and other items
dedicated to the use of the Church. The Chair is
preparing a policy discussion paper for consideration
at the December 2018 meeting.
Property and Finance Committee
members are working on updating our policy on the
use and rental of Parish Facilities, including the Hall
and the Kitchen.
Council has struck a committee to consider long-term
options for use of the Rectory. Parish members’
input will be sought.
Council is examining the options around the
purchase of a new telephone system.
St. Paul's has entered into an agreement with a local
realtor to rent the Rectory on a short term basis
while we consider a long-term plan.

Some of the work completed on the Rectory so far:
 Trenching and waterproofing of basement wall;
 removal of mould from the basement ceiling;
 verification there is no mould in the ceiling tiles of
the second floor;
 verification that there is no water damage to the
structure of the roof;
 removal & sealing of the chimneys;
 renovation of the upstairs bathroom;
 electrical work;
 exterior painting and new soffit and facia; and,
 removal of brush around the building.
Michael Mavis
Chair, Parish Council
St. Paul’s Post Advent-Christmas 2018

You are invited to participate in ...

The Bakeless Bake Sale 2018
St Paul’s Christmas Fund Raiser

HELP AVOID BAKER BURN-OUT!
No slaving over a hot stove!

No standing for hours!
No set-up and clean-up!
NO CALORIES!
Bakers and Cooks are invited to contribute what you
would spend on ingredients

Everyone is invited to contribute wat you normally
spent at our Christmas Bazaar
BONUS—a Tax Receipt for every
Donation
Envelopes are available at the back of the church—or
you can donate online through the St. Paul’s web site
donations page at
www.stpaulsalmonte.ca/donations/general/

St Paul’s @ Diocesan Synod 2018
Rev. Jonathon, Sandra Cain,
Jane Scanlon
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Towards the end of the course we were split up into
groups of five participants each and given the assignment
A Week in the Life of Rev Jonathon
of preparing and delivering a sermon to our group. This
Earlier in November I had the privilege of attending the St. allowed us to practice the skills we had learned during the
Clement's College of Preaching in Toronto.
week and also to obtain valuable feedback from our
colleagues. This is not something that most clergy would
The college was established by St. Clement's Anglican
Church in north Toronto (located near Yonge and Eglinton). have the ability to do once they leave seminary, and it was
a very interesting and worthwhile experience for everyone
In 1991 the parish celebrated their one hundredth
anniversary and decided to establish a biannual preaching involved.
course for Anglican clergy. The course is funded through a The College of Preaching was much more than a course on
generous bequest by a parishioner as well as through a
preaching. Apart from the excellent opportunity for
capital campaign undertaken by the parish. The 2018
professional development which the course offered, we
session was the fourteenth time that the college has been also had the privilege of being able to live, eat, and
held.
worship together for most of the week at Queen of

A WEEK TO REMEMBER

Every two years, thirty clergy are invited to participate in
the course. Fifteen of the participants are chosen from the
Diocese of Toronto and fifteen are chosen from other
dioceses in the Anglican Church of Canada. A participant
needs to be nominated by their diocesan bishop in order
to attend.
The course consists of several days of extensive study in
preaching led by a distinguished professor of preaching
from a seminary in North America. This year we were led
by The Rev. Dr. Anna Carter Florence, an ordained minister
in the Presbyterian Church and a professor of preaching at
Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, Georgia. Prior
to beginning her theological studies, she had a background
in English literature and drama, and she used those areas
to inform our approach to the Biblical texts that we
studied throughout the week.

The Bells! The Bells!
On November 11, a group of
novice St. Paul’s bell-ringers
joined in a peal that swept
across Canada!

Apostles Renewal Centre, a beautiful Roman Catholic
retreat centre located in a quiet secluded area of
Mississauga. I particularly enjoyed getting to know
colleagues from across the country and learning about
ministries that other parishes are involved in. We also
spent an afternoon and evening at St. Clement's Church,
where we were treated to a banquet and concert with
their incumbent, members of their parish, and several of
the area bishops from the Diocese of Toronto, as well as
Toronto Archbishop Colin Johnson.
I hope to incorporate what I learned on the course into my
weekly sermons here at St. Paul's. And I hope to be able to
use some of the methods of approaching a Biblical text in
Bible studies here. So I hope that you will benefit from me
having attended the college of preaching as much as I
benefited from being there.
Jonathon +

us all to take a few minutes to listen to the call— in
unison–—for lasting peace.

Bells of churches across the
nation rang out at sunset to
commemorate the 100th anniversary of the signing of the Armistice ending
WWWI.
Bells were rung
100 times to symbolize the hope
for peace from
the churches of
Canada, inviting
St. Paul’s Post Advent-Christmas 2018
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Diocesan School For Parish Development
“A church is something that God continually creates, and
we co-create and co-recreate it with God as fellow workers.” --p. 156, DSPD manual, Year A.

Sandra Cain and Sue Evans have just completed the first
year at the Diocesan School For Parish Development. This
coming year, Jonathon Kouri is joining them and will continue to complete this college level course the year after they
graduate. Together, they will become a well trained parish
development team working intentionally to support the
creative efforts of everyone in the parish to embrace the
future God has for us.
Asked why she is taking this course, Sandra said very simply, “I am taking it in order to grow personally and to increase and develop my ability to contribute to the life of
our parish in the years to come.” Sue sees herself as a midwife and appreciates the training and tools this course is
providing to help her to nurture and bring to birth what
God is doing right here in the body of Christ. Jonathon is
excited about taking the course. What is being offered is
not something clergy learn in seminary.
The course costs $1,000 per person per year. The parish
shares this cost of this for Sandra and Sue equally with the
diocese. Rev. Jonathan’s tuition is completely covered by
the Diocese.
—Sue Evans

What Is the Ottawa School for Parish
Development?
Rooted in the Anglican ethos, the school shapes
church leaders to support and foster healthy,
sustainable congregations. The skills and
knowledge learned equip people on individual,
team, and whole system levels. Participants learn
through plenary and small group sessions about
change processes, facilitation, congregational and
organizational development, personality type, and
trust development. Working a series of models,
case studies, and facilitated conversations, you will
finish the two-year program over a course of eight
weekends, confident in your ability to put
knowledge to relevant and productive practice.
Interested in learning more? Ask the Rector or
consult the School website
(https://ottawa.anglican.ca/spd/).
St. Paul’s Post Advent-Christmas 2018

On Sunday November 18, St
Paul’s hosted an ecumenical
refugee committee sponsored
celebration of the first
anniversary of Assad, Alsit,
Lana and Elias’ arrival in Almonte with cake and baklava
in our Hall.

Jarous-Gerges family
celebrating

Assad read a thank you
speech in English that he
had prepared.
For many of us, the stateCelebration cake
ment that resonated most
was that they feel safe
here. May they always feel the safety of loving community around them!

What’s Up with
the Rectory?
… Is the question on
many lips…
Parish Council decided
at a recent meeting to
use the services of
real estate agent to
privately rent the
Rectory for a year
while longer-term
plans are put in place.
A Working Group will be established early in the
new year with a brief to consult widely with
parishioners. Something to look forward to!
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CHRISTMAS SERVICES
Sunday, December 16—Advent 3
8:30 am
Holy Communion (BCP; spoken)
10:30 am Lessons and Carols with Eucharist (BAS with music)
Coffee hour with Christmas treats following in the Hall

Sunday, December 23—Advent 4
8:30 am and 10:30 am Services as usual
Monday, December 24—Christmas Eve
7:00 pm
Family Service
9:00 pm
Choral Eucharist
Tuesday, December 25—Christmas Day
10:00 am Christmas Day Eucharist
11:30 am Community Christmas Dinner in the Hall
Sunday, December 30
8:30 am and 10:30 am

Service of Intention
A light breakfast in the Hall between services

Sunday, January—Epiphany
8:30 and 10:30 am Services as usual

St. Paul’s Post Advent-Christmas 2018
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